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AUSTRALIA 





VETERANS CRITICIZE STUDY ON EFFECTS OF AGENT ORANGE 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Oct 80 p 29 


(Text) Canberra: The Vietnam Veterans’ Action Association said yesterday that 
American evidence showed that Australian investigations into the effect of Agent 
Orange were useless. 


The association distributed a U.S. Department of Health report which it said indi- 
cated that epidemiological studies might have to run for as long as 20 years. 


he current investigation ordered by the Australian Department of Veterans’ 
Aftairs involves examination of tens of thousands of exservicemen, their fami- 
Les and a control group. 


When announced early this year, it was scheduled to take two years and cost about 
$2 million. But the Vietnam Veterans’ Action Association has claimed it could 
take much longer. 


The association's president, Mr Holt McMinn, said yesterday that the Government 
was appeasing its conscience for $2 million “while Vietnam veterans are dying.’ 


The U.S. Department of Health report was compiled by a group set up to study 
the possible long-term effects of phenoxy herbicides and contaminants. 


It includes a report from its scientific panel. 


The panel concluded that studies had limitations but showed a correlation between 
exposure to phenoxy acid herbicides and an increased ris! of some forms of cancer. 


Limitations 


However independent verification was headed to validate the studies, it said. 


The main report notes the limitations on scientific research cause by the 
inability to reconstruct or document with any degree of reliability the nature 
and extent of exposure of ground troops in Vietnam to Agent Orange, which was 
used as a defoliant. 


Mr McMinn said that the report showed that epideuiological studi-s we.e only 
one part of the scientific and medical researc’: necessary and made nonsense 
of claims made by the Australian Government. 
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AUSTRALIA 


RUBELLA EPIDEMIC IN QUEENSLAND FEARED 
Cases Spreading 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAI!I in English 16 Oct > pil 


[Text] A potentially dangerous, and predicte., pidemic of rubella appears to 
have broken out in Queensland. 


The Royal Women's Hospital superintendent, Dr John Campbell, said the number of 
cases of rubella (German weasles) was more than usual and appeared to be 
spreading. 


The chairman of the International Year of the Disabled Prevention Committee, 
Brisbane paediatrician Dr John Pearn, said last .ight: "We are very concerned 
that so few mothers of child bearing age are protected against rubella. 


"We know rubella tends to recur every six to eight years. We believe an epidemic 
has just started. 


"Rubella in women is inconsequential but the effects on the unborn child are 
serious. The disease causes deafness, blindness due to cataracts and abnor- 
malities of the heart. 


"Places like the heart clinics at the Royal Children's Hospital and enrollments 
at the Deaf School always increase tragically after these epidemics." 


The International Year of the Disabled Protection Committee and paediatricians 
“cannot stress to all mothers how essential it is to be adequately protected,” 
Dr Pearn said. 


The disease, which appears through such symptows as mild fever, rash and ‘cold,’ 
could be combated by vaccination. Dr Pearn said vaccination was recommended for 
women who were certain they were not pregnant. 


In July, an epidemic was reported in the New South Wales-South Australian border 
region. The College of General Practitioners urged the Health Minister, Sir 
William Knox, to institute an immediate vaccination campaign for primary school 
girls. 


Dr Pearn said: “There is a disturbing trend of people in Australia not getting 
their injections. [hey are lowering their guard in a very serious way.” 

















Possible Outbreak in South 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 vet 80 p Li 

|Emecerpte| Adelaide: Australia was overdue for an outbreak of rubella and 
women of child-bearing age should make sure that they had immunity to it, the 
South Auetralian secretary of the Australian Deafness Council, Mr T. R. Kiar, 
said in Adelaide yesterday. 

An outbreak could be expected at any time. 


Mr Kiar said the introduction of echool vaccination programmes had ensured that 
females between i4 and 28 had been immunised. 


But some women aged 28 to 4O-etill childbearing yeare--had not been immunised. 
“We urge this group to seek immunisation,” Mr Klar said. 
Cases 


He said that recently there had been 4 number of cases of rubella in northern 
Queensland, northern Victoria and southern NSW. 


‘nm Perth, the WA Minieter for Health, Mr Young, said that there was no evidence 
of a rubella epidemic in the State. 


But he was worried that migrant women of child-bearing age might not be immune 
to rubella. 


cso: 4400 














AUSTRALIA 


TYPHOID SUSPECT--A woman suspected to have typhoid fever is in a satisfactory condi- 
tion in Sydney's Prince Henry Hospital. The woman, Mre Beverley Lousich, became i1! 
on Sunday during a flight from South-East Asia. The NSW Health Commission's adviser 
on communicable diseases, Dr Peter Christopher, said yesterday Mre Lousich had con- 
tracted the disease while travelling in India and Nepal. “There is no question of 
any airline being involved, and similarly there is no risk to other passengers,” 

he said. [Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Oct 80 p 3) 


REFUGEES’ DISEASES--Adelaide.--Incidences of diseases such as malaria, leprosy and 
tuberculosis could increase in Australia following the influx of Indo-Chinese refu- 
gees and wider travel by Australians, 4 community health expert claimed yesterday. 
Professor Anthony Radford, professor of primary care and community medicine at 
Adelaide's Flinders University, predicted the number of malaria cases alone would 
double this year from about 250 last year. He urged doctors to be alert for the 
diseases. Australian doctors now were less likely tr recognise the symptoms: of 
malaria, leprosy and tuberculosis because the diseases had been nearly eradicated 
in this country, he said. On tuberculosis, he said there had been an increase in 
the number of cases in Australia. In South Australia, for instance, up to half the 
new cases had involved @igrants. He said even a medical test to screen immigrants 
was not always successful because they could be incubating the “isease. [Text] 
Bydney THE SYONEY MORNING HERALD in English 16 Sct 80 p 2) 


HEPATITIS IN SOUTHWEST--Thirteen cases of hepatitis, about half involving children, 
have been notified in the Bunbury district since September 1. Three cases have 
been reported from Augusta and there have been isolated cases at Margeret River and 
Nannup. Dr Richard Lugg, of the Department of Health and Medical Services, said 
yesterday that the cases had been investigated and efforts made to trace the source 
of the infection. The infection did not appear to be coming from 4 common source. 
The chief health inspector for Bunbury, Mr Vernon Haley, said that two cases came 
from one family. Some cases were associated with a particular group of people. 
People in the South-West were being warned to pay particular attention to personal 
hygiene and to always wash their hands after going to the lavatory. It was es- 
pecially important to wash hande before eating and before preparing food, he said. 
[Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Oct 80 p 9) 














BRIEFS 


‘TOLBRA DEATHS REACH --Imcch, Nov 2-<About people have died in a 

cholera epidemic which has hit parte of Bangladesh, newspapers reported today. 
The largest circulated daily ITTEPAQ reported 45 deaths in the last week in 
northern district of ranger where about 700 people had the disease, local offi- 
Cials have confirmed the deathe but could not say if they were due to cholera or 
any other stomach disease. [as published) The paper also reported 14 cholera 
deaths from the Sylhet and Faridpur districts.--AFP. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS 
RECORDER in English 3 Nov 80 p 4) 
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COSTA RICA 


VENEREAL DISEASES REACH EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 27 Oct 80 Sec Ap 12 


[Text] According to the national statistics for last year, venereal diseases ranked 
high among the communicable diseases in the country. Gonorrhea was in second place, 
with a total of 10,331 cases reported; syphilis ranked fifth, with 2,879 cases; and 
chancre was in ninth place, with 8186 cases. 


Dr Rafael de la Cruz Martinez, director of the Ministry of Health's antivenereal 
drive, explained that it was noteworthy that the increase in early syphilis and 
gonorrhea, in particular, during the past 5 years, has occurred, oddly enough, 
at a time of great technological advancement and medical progress. 


in order to give an epidemiological explanation of the reasons “hat these diseases, 
rather than declining, have increased in morbidity, use has been made of the classic 
epidemiological triangle in which the factors related to the host (the human being), 
the microorganiem and the environment are associated. 


Dr de la Cruz said that it is claimed that, among the factors related to the micro- 
orp°niem, the ‘ndiscriminate use of antibiotics (penicillin) has created a change 
in the sensitivity to this drug, noted particularly in the “gonococcus,” which has 
developed a partial resistance, necessitating 4 constant change in treatment plans 
to obtain a better cure rate. 


He added that, in 1976, gonococcus strains were discovered in some nations to have 
complete resistance to penicillin, and have not yet been investigated in Costa Rica. 
He said: “This evidence explains, from the standpoint of the causing agent, why 
venereal diseases, rather than declining have increased in their incidence.” 


Changes 


Among the changes that have taken place in the environment, Dr de la Cruz cited the 
demographic factor. He said that it has caused 4 rise in the number of individuals 
susceptible to the disease. 


The doctor noted: “Por example, since venereal diseases are transmitted only through 
sexual relations, if we take 15-44 years as the most active ages for sex, represent- 
ing 40 percent of the population, we would find that about 800,000 persons are apt 
to contract one of these diseases.” 











He aleo listed the technological factor, which has made it possible to shorten long 
distances with the invention of increasingly faster transportation facilities, which 
fosters the interaction of those having the disease with healthy individuals. 


The expert claimed that the new highways have afforded greater access between the 
metropolitan and rural areas, so that chance sexual encounters, promiscuous behavior, 
prostitution and homosexuality are common in the metropolis, where the incidence of 
venereal disease is greater; and hence the diseases are apread to the rural areas. 


ie also stated that industrial activity has been a factor contributing to the rise 
in venereal diseases, causing an increase in the emigration from the rural to the 
urban areas, which associates a large number of young workers with one another. 


Epidemiological Triangle 


Commenting on the epidemiological triangle, Dr de la Cruz said that the drastic 
changes in sexual behavior among human beings are closely related to its conduct. 


He added that changes have occurred in the contemporary communities which have led 
to a break in the sexual circles, which had remained closed in the past. 


Thus, he said, the undesirable aspects of venereal diseases may be described by the 
three p's: “permissiveness, the pill and promiscuity." 


As for the first one, Dr de la Cruz remarked: "We have been allowing new attitudes 
toward sex to be reflected on all levels, with the news and advertising media high- 
lighting it every day, stimulating what is related to this topic (pornographic maga- 
zines, and erotic films which are shown, and in which the sexual act is the main 
attraction and theme). 


"Nevertheless, he declared, “the restrictive influences of religion and the family have 
declined, and the public tolerates the disappearance of such influences through per- 
missiveness.” 


As for the pill, he observed that it has dispelled the fear of pregnancy, thus foster- 
ing the number of multiple sexual contacts and greater sexual activity, constantly 
on the rise, which has contributed to an increase in sexually transmitted diseases. 


According to the doctor, the third "p” is promiscuity, defined as the situation 
whereby a man or woman has sexual contact with two or more persons. “In its origin, 
it is not a sexual problem, but rather a manifestation of deep-seated psychic distur- 
bances caused by the rapid changes in human conduct, with a less discriminating 
attitude toward the standards of behavior related to traditional customs. This has 
been reflected in a large increase in divorces and in broken families, as well as 
higher rates of illegitimacy.” 


According to the director of the antivenereal drive, the conflicts associated with 
these diseases may materialize among the so-called high-risk epidemiological groups, 
wherein the effects of these diseases reach the highest levels. He claimed that the 
groups have one con ‘tor, namely, promiscuity, and consist of adolescents, adults, 
youths, homosexual! ‘lers and prostitutes. 











Programe 


De de la Crus stated that this problem cannot be eradicated from the country, because 
technology has enabled international travelers to enter Costa Rica by air, sea or 
land, and it cannot be ascertained whether or not they are carrying the disease. 


However, he said that they have arranged a more dynamic and mature program proposing 
4 message to the receiver. 


He aleo noted that the drive which they are conducting with the Social Security Fund 
has evoked interest, because every day are are reports of more people visiting phy- 
siciane, whereas in the past those with the disease kept the problem hidden. 


Last year alone, when prevention discussions were held in the communities, the num- 
ber of persons attending totaled 95,338. 


In conclusion, Dr de la Cruz gave assurance that the drive has been very successful, 
and that the treatment used in the country is the type most recommended by advanced 
nations. 


2909 
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GUATEMALA 


MALARIA LN PETEN--Flores, Peten--According to faculty members of the USAC School 

of Medicine, speaking at a seminar held at the health center in the municipality 

of La Libertad, the statistical figures for last year show 70,000 cases of miaria 
in all of Guatemla, and 7,000 cases in Peten. The foregoing report was given by 
the doctor in fieri [in the process), Trinidad Lopez Carbajal, who also said that 
the figure reached by mlaria on the national scale and in Peten is extremely 
alarming, and reveals that the rise in such cases is progressive; hence the govern- 
ment must effectively control this disease. The doctor said that in 1975, 1,000 
cases were reported throughout the entire republic, and in 1978 there were 32,000 
cases; this year, 1980, there is the prospect that there will be as many as 100,000 
cases of malaria. Lopez Carbajal stressed the fact that, at this meeting there was 
also a discussion of highly contagious diseases in the Peten area, such as diarrhea, 
snakebite [sic], leishmaniasis (chicle ear) and others of great significance in the 


medical field. [Text] (Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Oct 80 p 8) 
2909 
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GUINEA-BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


CHICKEN POX VACCINATION--An intensive vaccination campaign against chicken pox was 
initiated last Monday in the entire Bolama sector for all children under 10 years. 
The campaign is being conducted by comrade Artur Reis, a public health worker. He 
atated to the ANG (Guinea-Bissau News Agency) correspondent that the campaign has 
not yet reached the other sectors of the Bolama-Bijagos region because there are 
no facilities and no refrigerated warehouses to preserve the vaccine. [Text] 
[Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 7 Oct 80 p 2) 
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INDLA 


MALARIA REPORTED NOT YET UNDER CONTROL IN COUNTRY 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Oct 80 p 2 


"Malaria: Focue on Prevention”) 


[Article by Ashutosh Handoo: 
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INDIA 


ENCEPHALITIS DANGER 'PANICS' UPPER ASSAM 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Oct 80 p 7 


[Text] Dibrugarh, Oct. 24.--The sudden reappearance of encephalitis in a "viru- 
lent form" in Upper Assam has caused "panic and anxiety" among the people and in 
Government circles, i: is officially learnt here. 


This large-scale "unexpected" attack has been reported fron different parts of 
Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur districts and from some parts in the foothills of Aru- 
nachal Paradesh since it broke out in an epidemic form last month. 


In the normal cycle the reappearance of the disease might occur after two to 

three years but in this case it has reappeared only after a year, the source said. 
According to Professor Hariprasad Barua, Head of the Department of Medicine, Assam 
Medical College, 67 encephalitis patients were admitted to the medical co.lege of 

which 42 died, 


Best medical treatment available elsewhere in the country has been provided to 
the patients and all preventive measures have been taken to check spread of 

the disease. The Japanese preventive drug used last time hut been discarded as 
it was proved ineffective. 


The matter has been brought to the notice of the Centre to tackle the situation 
at the national level. A team of experts from the National Institute of Virus, 
Pune, and another from the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine are presently 
touring the affected areas to collect blood and brain tissue samples from the 
affected and dead persons. Ano*tner two teams of doctors from the World Health 
Organization and the All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health recently 
visited Upper Assam to make an on the spot study of the situation. 


In the meantime, the district authorities have taken up intensive preventive wnea- 
sures in consultation with experts of tie Assam Medical College. Another team 

of specialists of the State Government und the Centre has been investigating the 
incidence of the Japanese type of encephalitis in animals in North Lakhimpur and 
Dhemaji. The experts are collecting serum from livestock and birds for 
examination. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


MORE ENCEPHALITIS REPORTS--Gorakhpur, Oct 26 (UNI)--Viral disease encephalitis 
has so far claimed 439 lives in all the four districts of the Gorakhpur divi- 
sion. The disease, which is reported to be on the decline now, has claimed 241 
lives in Deoria district, 154 in Gorakhpur, 28 in Basti and two in Azamgarh dis- 
trict, according to official sources. Besides, as many as 14 persons of neigh- 
bouring districts of Bihar and Nepal are also reported to have lost their lives. 
Of 1,338 detections so far officially reported in the division, 646 are from Deoria 
district, 526 from Gorakhpur, 128 from Basti and six from Azamgarh district. As 
many as 328 villages are reported to be affected by this killer disease in Deoria 
district, 324 in Gorakhpur, 18 in Basti and six villages in Azamgarh district. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Oct 80 p 8) 


DRUGS SHORTAGE REPORTED-—New Delhi, October 27 (UNI)--Acute shortage of life- 
saving drugs has been reported from Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and Madras. The 
essential drugs include those needed for delivery and post-delivery cases, high 
blood pressure, hypertension, leprosy and dysentery. Inquiries with leading 
druggists in the four cities showed a marginal increase in the prices of drugs. 
The reasons given for the scarcity of essential drugs include nonavailability of 
raw materials and increase in production costs. Petroleum and chemicals ministry 
sources admitted that there was some shortage of essential drugs of particular 
brands produced by multinationals. They, however, maintained that equivalents 
to these drugs were available. The government had taken steps to ensure their 
availability. As for prices,the sources said, formulations would continue to be 
sold at the «xisting prices even though the governmert had allowed an increase in 
the prices of 11 items of cssentiail bulk drvts. The government would issue a 
separate notification on the revision of prices. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 28 Oct 80 p 6) 


ENCEPHALITIS IN BIHAR--Patna, Oct 29--The exact number of persons who have died 
of encephalitis in north Bihar where it has spread in an epidemic form is not 
known. But, in three hospitals of two Champaran districts--East and West--135 
persons have died of this deadly disease during the past ‘ew months. Many more 
deaths in the villages might have gone undetected and unreported. The largest 
number of deaths are reported from the hospital at Raxaul, the Indo-Nepal border 
town. Here 57 persons are reported to have died, 23 of them Nepalis. In Bettiah 
hospital 49 deaths have occurred and in Motihari 29. In these three hospitals 24 
persons are still lying ill. Bihar Health Minister Umeshwar Prasad Verma who 
visited Motihari, Bettiah and Raxaul on Monday told PATRIOT that eight doctors 
had been suspended for not taking appropriate action. Encephalitis which is 
caused by mosquitos is said to have been raging in Champaran district since 

last January. But it took the administration several months to know it. 
[Excerpt] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Oct 80 p 2) 


MORE ENCEPHALITTS DREAD --New Delhi, Nov 4--Some 200 people died in an encephali- 
tis epidemic in the northern districts of the Indian State of Bihar. The hotbed 
of the epidemic is rapidly expanding, according to reports received here. Medi- 
cines and equipment for makeshift hospitals are being carried to Bihar and free 
medical aid is available to the victims of the epidemic.-APP [Text] [Islamabad 
THE MUSLIM in English 5 Nov 80 p 5) 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS AT 21--An epidemic caused by a certain type of virus has struck 
in four villages of Talibura gubdistrict, 60 km from Maumere, capital of Sikka 
county, East Lesser Sundas, resulting in the death of 21 persons and the treatment 
of a great number of others. Symptoms of the disease include headache, neck stiff- 
ness, fever, pain when swallowing saliva, and eventual death, The biood of 12 
critical patients has been drawn and is being tested in Kupang, while the specimens 
will be sent tc Jakarta for a thorough examination. A senior doctor attached to 
the East Lesser Sundas health department, who prefers to remain anonymous, suspected 
that the disease is hemorrhagic encephalitis with some other complications. He 
deplored the fact that reports of the epidemic in the said subdistrict were bela- 
tedly received in Kupang. Meanwhile, the number of sufferers from a measles-type 
epidemic and/or cholera in Mananga village, East Flores subdistrict, is constantly 
on the rise. According to the latest report last Friday, 85 persons have died 
besides 800 other victims. Dr Titus Nenobias, an official of the East Lesser Sundas 
health department, confirmed that one week had gone by before the report concerning 
the epidemic was received at Larantuka, capital of East Flores county. [Excerpts] 
{Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 16 Sep 80 p 3] 9300 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


POLIO CASES--Four polio cases have been discovered in East Jerusalem in the last 2 
months. As a result, a vaccination campaign has been launched jointly by the Health 
Ministry and the Jerusalem Municipality. A similar campaign was launched at the 
beginning of September in Judaea and Samaria and is now being completed. (Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 7 Oct 80 TA] 


POLIO DISCOVERED--Some 15 cases of polio were discovered in the Hebron hills region 
in recent months, an official source in the military government confirmed. Also in 
East Jerusalem a few polio cases were discovered. No deaths have been reported so 
far. An extensive vaccination program has been conducted in the territories because 
of the break in polio. There is no danger of polio inside the green line since all 
the population there has been immunized. (TAO4065( Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 3 Nov 
80 p 16) 
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MALARIA ERADICATION COMMITTEE ESTABL ISHED 


8K180735 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GMT 15 Nov 60 


[Text | During thie year's rainy season, gany provinces, particularly Kompong Speu, 
Svay iene and Preah Vihear, have been hard hit by galeria. in the face of this ser 
epidemic disease, the Health Ministry has urgently set up 4 Malaria Eradication 
Committee headed by Comrade Doctor Nu Beng, minister of health, and composed of the 
comrade vice @inietere of health and many other cadres and personnel of the Health Ministry. 


The committee launched ite @ission in October in various localities in Sway Rieng, 
Kompong Spew and Preah Vihear provinces with technical and material assistance from 

the SRV. As 4 result of ite eiesion in these provinces, the committee provided sedica! 
treatment (co over 66,000 inhabitants suffering from ordinary fever and to almost 700 
inhabitents suffering from malaria, took blood for testing from over 16,000 inhabitants, 
4ietributed antimalaria medicine to over 1,000 inhabitants and provided consultations on 
and medical treatment of various other diseases to many inhabitants. Moreover, the 
committee gave preventive and curative advice against malaria to the inhabitants in 

all those localities. 


Following the committee's mission in various localities of these three provinces, the 
spread of malarial disease has bon markedly reduced and our people's health has been 
improved. Moreover, in the wer) sear future the Malaria Eradication Committee of the 
Health Ministry will continue to set up mobile teams to launch ant imalaria ampalgne 
in Kompong Chbnang, Battambang. Pursat, Siem Reap and Kompong Cham Provinces. 











SANITARY ACHIEVEMENTS--The sanitary network has been spread down to communes and 
has obtained encouraging results in building its bases and in treatment and pro- 
phylactic work. Besides 20 provincial hospitals, 90 percent of districts have 
possessed hospitals and 75 percent of communes have set up medico-sanitary poste, 
an increase of 25 percent over 1979. Epidemics have been promptiy stopped. 
According to still incomplete figures, about | million people have been vaccinated 
against cholera and typhoid fever. During the first 6 months of 1980, more than 
2 million medical consultations have been given, doubling those of the previous 
years. The 150-bed Phnom Penh antituberculosis center has treated nearly 600 out- 
patients. Nine pharmacists and eight doctors have graduated from the Phnom Penh 
medicine faculty since liberation. The first course for 150 nurses has ended. 
Some 1,300 nurses and midwives have been formed in all provinces during the first 
6 months of the year. [Phnom Penh SPK in French 0401 GIT 15 Oct 80 BK) 
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LIBERIA 


MEASLES DEATHS, PREVENTION CAMPAIGN--Two children are reported dead and seven 
others seriously affected as a result of a sudden outbreak of measles in Kpaye 
Karvwein, Ghein Clan, Nimba County, medical authorities told LINA here last week. 
Meanwhile, the medical Director of G. W. Harley Hospital in Saniquellie, Dr. 
Siravanamuttu has directed a team of the Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) 


in Gompa City to launch an immediate enti-measles campaign in the area.--LINA 
[Text) (Monrovia THE REDEEMER in English 4 Now 80 p 5) 
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MEASLES VACCINATIONS ADVISED--The Member of Parliament for Ntchiei East, Mr. 
Levieon Mataya, has appealed to people in Ntchisi to bring all their children for 
vaccination against measles when the National Measles Vaccination Programme begins 
ite work in the district sometime thie month. Mr. Mataya made the appeal when he 
addressed Party meetings at Napyola and Ntchisi area Party branches in the areas of 
Chiefs Chikho and Kasakula respectively. The Member of Parliament explained to 
the people that a team of 53 persons would travel every day to various villages 

to vaccinate children aged between six to 23 monthe. We said for the programme 

to succeed in protecting children against measles, Party and traditional leaders 
were asked to encourage the poople to bring their children for the vaccination. 
{Excerpt} [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 5 Now 80 p 3) 














MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


FOOD, WATER SANITATION LAB~-Before the end of the year, a national laboratory for 
food and water sanitation will be established in the Ministry of Health in Maputo, 
according to the information provided to TEMPO by a source close to thie ministry. 
Some of the sections, specifically the microbiology, chemistry, washing and sterili- 
zation will inaugurate their operations within a few days. The same source dis- 
closed that according to a project already approved, water sanitation laboratories 
will be established in all the provinces throughout the country until June 1961. 
Such a laboratory opened in Manica last month, and another one is being completed 

in Zambezia. According to another long-term plan, food quality control Laboratories 


will also be established on a regional level. [Text] [Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 
26 Oct 80 p 3) 


MAPUTA CHOLERA OUTBREAK--Maputa, 24 Oct--The cholera outbreak in the province of 
Maputo is not yet under total control, according to the declarations made to the 
AIM [Mozambique Press Agency) today by the national director for preventive medi- 
cine, Jorge Cabral. According to this Health Ministry official, the most recent 
cases were detected in the Magude and Manhica districts north of the capital. To 
date, 17 cases have been confirmed in 2 districts, and 6 deaths have been regis- 
tered. Cholera cases were discovered in this area during the month of August. 
Health Ministry public health teams have been working hard to control the situation. 
According to the national director for preventive medicine, the drought conditions 
prevailing in the affected areas constitute an obstacle to a more efficient fight 
against the disease and to the effective control of population movements. Accord- 
ing to Jorge Cabral's declarations, no cholera cases have been registered in other 
parts of the province since last August. The urban area of Maputa suffered an 
outbreak of cholera from March until June, during which 11 deaths out of a total 
293 cases were registered. The AIM reports that no other cases of cholera have 
been detected in the urban area of Maputa or other parte of the national territory. 
At thie time, Mozambican health authorities are especially concerned about the 
outbreak of a cholera epidemic affecting the South African province of the Transvaal, 
fearing the possibility of contagion in the national territory. As 4 result, 4 
major control effort has been mounted at airports and frontiers by health authori- 
ties in conjunction with officials from the Ministry of Labor and the National 
Directorate for Migration. The southern frontier of the country witnesses 4 con- 
etant movement of Mozambican workers traveling to the South African mines. [Text] 
[Maputa NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Oct 80 p 3) 
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NEPAL 


SHORTAGE OF AN. L-RABLES VACCINE—-Janakpurdham, Oct 27--A difficult situation 
has been created for lack of anti-rabies medicine at the Janakpur Zonal Hospi- 
tal. Two persons bitten by mad dogs died here recently despite use of anti- 
rabies vaccines brought from Darbhanga in India. The vaccine is believed to 
have been out-dated and therefore ineffective. A total of 400 persons were 
bitten by mad dogs in the district since last April, it is officially stated. 
The Janakpur Zonal Hospital alone had provided treatment to 250 persons. 
[Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 28 Oct 80 p 3) 


MALARIA ERADICATION EFFORTS--Kathmandu, Oct 26--One person out of every thousand 
is a malaria patient in Nepal, it is estimated, reports RSS. in the current 
fiscal year D.D.T. will be sprayed in areas inhabited by about 198 thousand people 
with a view to reducing the number of malarial patients in accordance with the 
objective of the Sixth Plan. Likewise, blood of some 576 persons will be col- 
lected to trace the malarial patients. 0D.D.T. was sprayed in 42 malaria infested 
areas in the Fifth Plan period. Although much has been achieved in controlling 
spread of the disease in Nepal because of the malaria eradication programme 
launched about 22 years ago, there is a long way to go before it is eliminated. 
While the mosquitoes have developed resistance against D.D.T., malaria is also 
spread by people travelling from one place to another. [Text] [Kathmandu THE 
RISING NEPAL in English 27 Oct 80 p 4) 





MALARIA IN BIRGUNJ--Birgun), Oct 30--Malaria is raising its head in Birgunj Town 
Panchayat and its neighbouring areas. Four malaria patients, three from local 
Ramaula and the fourth from Chhakpaiya Cinema Chowk, are undergoing treatment at 
district public office here. Though an official concerned says that insecticides 
are sprayed in those areas, malaria seems to have staged a comeback, particularly 
at Ramtaule, Kumal Tole, Oagawabadi. The public health office here had recently 
examined the bloods of 7,313 people, 117 of which were found to have malaria 
germs. RSS [Text] [Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 31 Oct 80 p 2) 


MALARIA IN JANAVPUR--Janakpurdham, Nov 1l--More than 1,300 of the total 50,000 
people of Dhanusha, Mahottari and Sarlahi districts of Janakpur Zone have been 
found suffering from malaria, reports RSS. This was revealed from blood tests 
carried out of 50,000 people of the three districts, according to the Malaria 
Eradication Office. Most of the malaria patients were found residing in the 
neighboring areas of India, it is learnt. There are 20 malaria patients in 
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Janakpur town panchayat region at present. The Malaria Eradication Office has 
initiated the work of spraying malathion in Sarlahi district under its programme 
of spraying insecticide in all three districts bordering India. Malathion spray 
is being conducted as mosquitoes are already immune to D.D.T., it ie learnt. 
D.D.T. i# to be sprayed in the northern regions of these three districts and 
Ramechhap district ase it is still effective. The Malaria Eradication Office 
has also been distributing medicines to malaria patients with a view to check- 
ing the disease from spreading to other regions. [Excerpt] [Kathmandu THE 
RISING NEPAL in English 2 Nov 80 p 3) 














NEW ZEALAND 


AUTHORITIES CONFIRM LEPROSY EXISTS IN NEW ZEALAND 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English il Oct 80 p 1 


[Report by HERALD medical reporter] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


RUBELLA INCIDENCE INCREASES, WARNINGS UNHEEDED 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 18 Oct 80 p 3 


[Text] 
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NIGERIA 


WATER SUPPLY CLEANUP URGED TO PREVENT CHOLERA 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 31 Oct 80 p 15 


[Letter to the editor by Ifeanyi Eke) 


{Text} 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS IN NUMAN--Over 10 people were killed in Numan Local Government area 
of Gongola State following another outbreak of cholera. However, most of the 
people affected by the disease have been treated successfully at the Numan General 
Hospital. According to a government report, the disease had spread to only two 
districts. The districts are--Mbula and Bachama. Meanwhile, the Epidemiological 
Unit in Yola has dispatched a large consignment of vaccines and staff for immunisa- 
tion exercise in the affected areas. The first outbreak of cholera was reported 

in Michika Local Government area of the state, last month. Over 10 people lost 
their lives before the situation was brought under control. [A. B. Tapidi] 

[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 28 Oct 80 p 9) 
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PAKISTAN 


KILLER MOSQUITO IN LAHORE 





Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 2 Nov 80 p 13 
[Article by Ehsanullah Khan) 


[Text] A deadiy virus carrying mosquito has appeared in Lahore. Called the 
Aedes Aegypti, it causes yellow fever and delirium in its victims. 


According to experts, this species is found in hot-h.mid and near-hot and humid 
climes. It was discovered when people working in motorcar workshops around 
Ganga Ram Hospital complained of fever after mosquito bites. Similar complaints 
were made oy many residents of the Railway Colony and other areas. It was 

found that the culprit was a particularly vicious variety, the Aedes Aegypti 
which “hunted” during sunlight hours alone. The male is not particularly fond 
of the homo sapien. It is the female who does all the damage. It likes empty 
houses, empty cans and motor tyres and can survive extreme cold. 


The WHO is trying desperately hard to eliminate this killer. Pakistani experts 
think this mosquito has migrated from some other country and is a pernicious 
virus-carrier. Apart from yellow fever, it can cause delirium, jaundice and 
grave liver complications such as Hepatitis-B which appear six days after the 
bite. Doctors maintain that once it has been injected into the victim's blood- 
stream, the virus cannot be eliminated. Appropriate treatment can make it 
quiescent but it survives all attempts at “ejectment.” It is still not known 
from where this mosquito came into Pakistan and at what rate it is multiplying. 


The Aedes Aegypti has black and white stripes and it does not operate at night. 


CSO: 5400 


ac 
/ 








PAKISTAN 


MALARIA CASES DECLINE IN SIND 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 4 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text] The malaria cases have considerably declined due to successful implemen- 
tation of the malaria control programme in the province of Sind. 


The scientifically broad-based programme was launched by the Sind Health Depart- 
ment in 1963, with the collaboration of the World Health Organization for total 
eradication of malaria. 


It has been observed that from July to October malaria is at its peak. 


It may be recalled that the malaria control programme did not fructify till 
1975, due to technical, administrative, and financial difficulties. However, 
in 1977, and 1978, blanket coverage of spray was carried out throughout the 
province, while two rounds of spraying were held in 1979--one in spring and the 
other in autumn. 


The spray operation of the current year--1980 in rural areas and outskirts of 

the towns and cities is in full-swing and about to be completed. The areas where 
the malaria cases have been rampant and mosquito infected are included in the ope- 
ration. Only 254 subsectors, out of 563 subsectors, have been brought under 
spray. in the rest of subsectors, malaria has been controlled by case finding 
and drug treatment. 


Before initiating the programme, the slide positivity rate (S.P.R.) was 23.9 
per cent while after implementation it declined to 6.6 per cent in 1965. How- 
ever, in 1979 it was 1.06 per cent and from June to August 1980 it stood at 0.7 
per cent. 


Urban Plan 


The urban malaria programme was introduced in 1979, but was implemented vigorously 
during the current year, by including 58 more town committees and taluka head- 
quarters, in addition to the district headquarters and the municipal corporations 
of Karachi and Hyderabad. 


In cities, town committees and diecrict headquarter towns, the staff of munici- 
palities and town committees are responsble to implement urban malaria programme. 
In this regard, transport, spray-equipment and insecticides have been supplied 
by the Sind Malaria Control Programme, besides supervision and technical assistance. 
A number of minicipalities and town committees have started the work and the 
mosquito density has decreased considerably. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


IMMUNIZATION CENTERS OPENED--The Sind Health Department will set up 123 more immuni- 
zation centres by June, 1981, in addition to 77 already functioning in the province. 
These centres were being established under the expanded programme on immunization 

in collaboration with UNICEF and WHO. Sind Health Secretary Brig. (retd) Shaikh 
Mahboob Sadiq, accompanied by Dr Wiljrksono Hardjotano|, WHO advisor on EPI to 

Sind and Baluchistan, yesterday visited the proposed site for construction of pro- 
vincial cold storage of EPI. The site is located adjacent to Government Dispensary 
Nazimabad. The cold storage will be constructed at a cost of Rs. 65 lakh to be 
provided by the UNICEF. The Health Secretary asked the concerned officials to 
expedite setting up of these centres as the Government was keen to extend preventive 
facilities to entire population as soon as possible.--APP. [Text] [Karachi 
MORNING NEWS in English 12 Nov 80 p 5) 


MEASLES VACCINATION DRIVE--Lahore, Nov 3--The first ever vaccination campaign to 
protect about 2.5 lakh children aged between seven months and two years against 
measles was launched today by the Lahore Municipal Corporation with the techni- 
cal guidance and assistance of the World Health Organisation. The campaign was 
inaugurated by the Mayor of Lahore, Mian Shuja-ur-Rehman at Badami Bagh and has 
been initiated by Maj-Gen Dr M.I. Burny, Director National Health Institute, 
Islamabad. Vaccine and material assistance have been obtained from the UNICEF 
and an operations officer of the WHO, Dr Ismat Ullah has been specially deputed 
to supervise the campaign in the city. In the first phase, about 36,000 bebies 
born from January to March this year have to be vaccinated inthe city and then 
83,000 children born in 1978, and one lakh 12 thousand children in 1979 would be 
vaccinated. The campaign would be taken to other cities in the province as well. 
About 500 children were given the protective dose on the first day today and 
about 12,000 children would be inoculated every month.--APP. [Text] [Karachi 
BUSINESS RECORDER 4 Nov 80 p 4} 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


RICKETS PREVENTION CONFERENCE~--Harbin, 11 Oct (XINHUA)=-At a national conference 
on rickets prevention recently held in Daqing Municdpality, Heilongjiang, 
pediatricians called for taking effective measures to prevent rickets among 
children. A general survey in 21 provinces and municipalities shows that the 
incidence rate of rickets for children under 3 years of age is about 33 percent, 
with Xinjiang, Shandong, Gansu, Hebei, Jilin and Heilongjiang exceeding 

50 percent. in a few provinces, the incidence rate even exceeds 80 percent. 

in view of the seriousness of the situation, the conference called for 
improving living environment and nutrition for children. [Beijing XINHUA 
Domestic Service in Chinese 0214 GMT 11 Oct 80 OW) 


ANTIMALARIA OPERATION SEMINAR--Shanghai, 11 Oct (XINHUA)--A 16-day seminar on 
entimalaria operation sponsored jointly by the Chinese Ministry of Public 
Health and the World Health Organization ended here yesterday. During the 
seminar, whose emphasis was on field application research, 24 medical workers 
from various parts of China attended lectures given by Dr. Pull of France, 

Dr Goriup of Italy and Dr Molineaux of Belgium. Views were exchanged on anti- 
malaria strategy, plans for field application research and other schemes. 
[Text] (Beijing XINHUA in English 1647 GT 11 Oct 80 OW) 


ANHUI SCHISTOSOMIASIS PREVENTION-—-The leading group for the prevention of 
schistosomiasis under the Anhui Provincial CCP Committee held a provincewide 
work conference in Hefei between W October and 2 November on schistosomiasis 
prevention. At the conference, Lan Ganting, vice governor of Anhui and head 
of the above-mentioned leading group outlined future tasks for the work of 
schistosomiasis prevention in Anhui. [Hefei Anhui Provincial Service 

in Mandarin 1100 GMT 9 Now 80 OW) 


JILIN DISEASE RISEARCH--CGhangchun, October 24 (XINHUA)--A research institute 
with seven laboratories has been founded by the Norman Bethune Medical College 
in Changchun, Jilin Province. Keshan disease, largely attributed to a 
deficiency of the mineral selenium, is endemic to the north China provinces, 
particularly in northeast China. It usually begins with vomiting and swiftly 
develops into severe heart impairment and can cause death. [Texc) [0W261403 
Beijing XINHUA in English 0741 GMT 24 Oct 80 OW) 
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PHILI PINES 


EXPERTS SEE UPHILL BATTLE AGAINST TROPICAL DISEASES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Nov 80 p 2 


[Text] A World Health Organization official said yesterday that medical experts 
are facing an uphill climb in the fight against tropical diseases, particularly 
malaria, whose parasite carriers have shown an increasing resistance against drugs. 


Dr. Adeto Kundo Lucas, director of WHO's parasitic disease program, in a talk with 
newemen covering the 10th international congress on tropical medicine and malaria 
said because of this situation, there is need to develop new drugs to combat 
malaria. 


Speaking before 1,508 medical experts from 120 countries attending the congress at 
the WHO convention hall on United Nations ave., Lucas said at present, 100 sillion 
cases of malaria occur each year ail over the world. However, the number of people 
exposed to the disease number about 500 to 600 million. 


Lucas also said the same situation is also true for schistosomiasis, or snail 
fever, whose incidence is also growing in number despite advances in medical science. 


Some drugs, Lucas said, have been found to be useless against malaria and vectors 
(carriers like mosquitos and parasites) which have developed mechaniems to resist 
these drugs and insecticides. Even the most effective anti-malariail drug, quinine, 
is now being resisted by some parasites, he said. 


Lucas also added that a joint World Bank-United Nations Development Program and the 
World Health Organization special program had been launched some years back to 
specifically bring these tropical disease under control. [as published] 


This special program, funded at $26 million, which also involves research and train- 
ing in tropical diseases, seeks to constantly develop new forms of drugs against 
these diseases. 


On the other hand, Dr. Benjamin Cabrera, congress president, said in the Philippines, 
the resurgence of the disease in some places, such as in the hinterlands which are 
considered as endemic areas, may have arisen after migrants to those places con- 
tract the disease. 


Dr. Evito Garcia, secretary general of the congress, said two problems of control- 
ling malaria here in the country are logistics and inaccessibilities of certain 
places. 


According to the two Filipino medical experts, schistosomiasis afflict about 700 
Filipinos while four to six million of them are exposed to the risk of contracting 
the disease. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BILHARZILA ATLAS OF SOUTH AFRICA AREA LSSUED 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 31 Oct 80 p 13 
[Article by Bob Kennaugh) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TYPHOID CASES=-More cases of typhoid have been confirmed ohan 
in Soweto. a= 
burg medical officer of health, Dr Richard, said there are now 10 mi — 


of the disease, and one of the patients is in a serious cond 
ition. [Exce 
| Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 1700 GHT 40 Oct 80 Ca) ) = 


CHOLERA REPORTS--Nine people have now been admitted to hospital with cholera 
since the outbreak of the disease on a vegetable farm in the Eikenhof area south 
of Johannesburg last week. The chief director of health promotion, Dr (Howard 
Botha), saye the number of cholera carriers increased from 7 to 17 this weekend. 
All carriers and people who were in contact with them are being treated with 
antibiotics. Farmorkere in the Eikenhof area have been immunized against the 
disease. A few more cases of cholera are expected, but the chances of the in- 
fection spreading to other areas are diminishing. [Text] [1D171418 Johannes- 
burg International Service in English 0300 GMT 17 Nov 80) 


CHOLERA IN PONGOLA AREA--A total of 298 confirmed cholera cases have been recorded 
in the Eastern Tranevaal lowveld, the Department of Health announced in Johannesburg 
yesterday, “There is also now a confirmed case in the Pongole area, This patient 
died on November 3 shortly after admission to hospital in a critical state,” the 
department said in a statement. “The same anti-cholera measures that are applied 
eleewhere, have not been introduced in this area. An epidemiological team left 
yesterday to conduct an investigation in that area so as to trace the origin of 

the infection and to determine the nature of tranemission."--Sapa. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 8 Nov 80 p 2) 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA CASES=<-More than 130,000 malaria cases have been reported in Trat and 
Chanthaburi provinces during the firet 6 months of thie year. The Large-scale 
migration of refugees from Kampuchea is the main cause of the outbreak of malaria 


in the two eastern border provinces. [Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GMT 
12 Nov 80 BK) 
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TURKEY 


HEPARIN-LIKE SUBSTANCE ISOLATED 
Istanbul CUMMURIYET in Turkish 9 Oct 80 p 5 


{Text} Kusadasi (ANATOLIAN AGENCY) — For the firet time in the world, a substance 
like insulin, which reduces blood sugar, has been obtained from seaweed in Turkey. 


Turkish ecientiete from letanbul and Aegean Universities working under Professor 
Kasim Cemal Guven isolated the substance, which now passes into world medical lit- 
erature. Another substance also obtained from seaweed for the firet time by 
Turkish ecientiets is a substance like Heparin, which prevents the clotting of 
blood. 


The research aleo ied to the identification of alkaloid- and acetamide-like sub- 
stances in seaweed, also for the first time in world medical literature. Moreover, 
as the result of joint efforts between the research group and the Turkish Cellulose 
and Paper Pactories Administration, successful experiments were conducted on making 
paper from seaweed. The paper obtained is reportedly of higher quality than market 
paper. According to information obtained from Professor Kasim Cemal Guven, it is 
also’ possible to use seaweed as fertilizer. Agricultural collaboration was pro- 
posed for the widespread use of thie fertilizer which is of equal strength with 
natural fertilizer. 


Seaweed, from which bread, jelly, medicines and animal fodder can be made, also 
contains a substance with the characteristic of stopping bacterial reproduction. 
Professor Guven said that although it had been known for a long time that vitamin 
By, can be obtained from seaweed, the Turkieh research group had also developed new 
methods for determining the Bj? in seaweed and noted that these methods have been 
recorded in the medical literature. 


Professor Guven added that the research had been made possible through the support 
of the Turkieh Sceintific and Technical Research Organization. 
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VIETNAM 


NEW CHEMICAL USED TO FIGHT HEMORRHAGIC FEVER 
Hanoi HANOI MOT in Vietnamese 28 Aug 80 p 1 


[Article by Dr Xuan Ha: “The Public Health Sector Ise Using New Chemical to Check 
the Hemorrhagic Fever Epidemic"] 


[Text] Since the beginning of June, hemorrhagic fever has sporadically erupted 
in various wards. The public health sector has strenuously intensified measures 
to prevent and control hemorrhagic fever. The present weather conditions are 
very favorable to the development of mosquitoes which carry the hemorrhagic fever. 
Thies disease is likely to epread in the near future. 


With the technical assistance of the Prophylactic Hygiene Inetitute, beginning 
27 Auguet, the municipal prophylactic hygiene station has Launched a campaign to 
use advanced technical equipment to spray a new chemical to destroy mosquitoes 
carrying the hemorrhagic fever. The insecticide epray gun is mounted on an auto- 
mobile and the chemical ie sprayed onto the air while the vehicle is running at 

a speed of 5 kms per hour. The diffusion and effect of the chemical are within a 
200—meter radius. In areas inaccessible to automobiles, spraying teams will come 
in daytime and use omall spray gune slung across their shoulders to spray the 
chemicel. 


The specific effect of the new spraying technique is as follows: 
~-Annihilate all hemorrhagic fever-carrying mosquitoes and other mosquito species 
indoors and outdoors: Almost al! mosquitoes die within the first hour and this 


effect may leet longer. 


~-Destroy mosquitoes simul:aneously on a large scale and within a short period of 
time, thue meeting the nee’ to check the epidemic development. 


--Obtain high efficiency at a much lower cost than rudimentary spraying techniques. 
The chemical epraying echedule for the qunicipality irs as follows: 
Prom 27 to 29 Auguet: Ba Dinh Ward. 


From 30 to 31 Auguet: Hoan Kiem Ward. 


From 4 to 6 September: Hai Ba Trung Ward. 








From 7 to 9 September: Dong Da Ward. 


The automobile group in charge of spraying the chemical in streets will work only 
in nighttime from 2200 to 0500 on the next morning. 


The people are invited to take the following measures: 


~-Remove honeybee-hives, silkworme and white mice at an early time from the spray 
radiue because these creatures are very sensitive to chemicals. They may be re- 
turned to their former places 3 days after the chemical epray. 


--When the chemical spraying team is operating in one's residential area, care- 
fully cover and close all sources of grain, food and drinking water and simul- 
taneously open windows wide to let the chemical enter the house. 
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MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST CHOLERA REPORTED 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES FATALITIES--Bulawayo. Four hundred children died of measles in Thorngrove 
Hospital, Bulawayo's Medical Officer of Health, Dr F. F. Watson, said in his report 
for the year ended June 30 1980. There were 9 195 cases of measles during the 
year, 2 914 being admitted to Thorngrove, where 400 died. The epidemic was "par- 
ticularly disappointing" in view of the “very vigorous" vaccination campaign over 
the last eight years, Dr Watson said. During the year, 11 834 children were vac- 
cinated against measles. There were serious outbreaks of malaria (1 495 cases) 

and anthrax (469 cases). Most malaria cases were “imported”. Only 17 were regarded 
as contracted in Bulawayo. Only four cases of anthrax were considered to have been 
contracted in the city area. Infant mortality rose from 30,4 to 40,7 deaths per 

1 000 births. The birth rate rose to 33,7 per 1 000. Dr Watson gave Bulawayo's 
total population for the calendar year 1979 as 391 059, of whom 325 159 were 
African, 53 800 European, 9 200 Coloured and 2 900 Asian. The European population 
had decreased by 3 000 and the African population increased by 39 259. The report 
will be presented to Wednesday's meeting of the city council. [Text] (Salisbury 
THE HERALD in English 13 Nov 80 p 9) 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


USSR OFFICIAL DISCUSSES DELIVERY OF CATTLE VACCINES TO AFGHANISTAN 
LDO51152 Moscow TASS in English 1047 GMT 5 Nov 80 


[Text] Moscow, 5 Nov, TASS--Another batch of vaccines, medicines and preparations has been 
sent to Afghanistan's Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform to be used by the veterinary 
service of that neighbouring country for the diagnostics, treatment and vaccination of 
cattle. 


In an interview with a TASS correspondent, Aleksander Frolov, head of the border veterinary 
inspection at the USSR Ministry of Agriculture, has said that the Soviet side annually 
supplies Afghanistan with more than 2 million doses of vaccines to combat such infectious 
cattle diseases as plague, pleuropneumonia, foot-and-mouth disease, anthrax. He added, 
that, according to Afghan specialists, no outbursts of virulent cattle-diseases were 
registered there in the past three years. Measures to develop animals’ immunity to 
diseases is yielding practical results. 4.5 million heads of horned cattle were covered 
by prophilactic measures this year. 


Soviet assistance in veterinary medicine is not limited to deliveries of vaccines and 
medicines. Soviet medical specialists are working shouldetto-shoulder with Afghanis at 
veterinary clinics and diagnostical laboratories which were also formed with Soviet 
technical assistance. 


The beginning to the Soviet Union's cooperation with Afghanistan in the sphere of agri- 
culture was laid more than 40 years ago. The veterinary-sanitary convention has been 
in effect since 1963. If initially it covered cooperation between the two countries in 
ensuring cattle safety in frontier areas, it now envolves measures carried out practi- 
cally in all areas of Afghanistan. Such cooperation helps develop animal husbandry, one 
of the main branches of the friendly country's economy. 


At the 17th joint conference on veterinary medicine that was recently held in Moscov, 
the Afghani delegation highly appraised the Soviet Union's erstuitous aid and expressed 
profound gratitude for it. 
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INTER“AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


NIGERIAN-CAMEROONIAN TSETSE ERADICATION--Lagos--Nigeria and Cameroun will begin a 
joint tsetse fly eradication programme shortly in the Tongu area of Nigeria's 
Gongola state, according to Nigerian Deputy Agricultural Minister Emmanuel Aguma,. 
Speaking at a conference of the Nigerian Veterinary Medical Association here he 
said the scheme would release more land for grazing and accelerate government 
efforts to resettle herdsmen. Gongola state, in north-eastern Nigeria, borders 
Cameroun. [Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 1 Nov 80 p 6] 
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BRIEFS 


ANIMAL DISEASE STATISTICS--Information on the zoo-sanitary situation in the People's 
Republic of Angola for the month of July 1980 was published by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. One incident of African swine fever was detected in the municipality 
of Ganda in the province of Benguela; four cases of contagious cattle peripneumonia 
were found in the Chibia, Caluquembe and Quipungo municipalities in the province 

of Huila; three incidents of hematic carbuncle were detected in the Quipungo, 
Chiange and Chicomba municipalities in the province of Huila, and three cases of 
symptomat.c carbuncle in the Quipungo, Kaconda and Chicomba municipalities, again 

in the province of Huila. [Excerpt] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 10 

Oct 80 pp 1, 10) 
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AISTRALIA 


DOG VACCINE SHORTAGE--Some Brisbane veterinary surgeons have run out of vaccine for 
a dog's disease epidemic. The Australian Veterinary Association state spokesman, 

Dr Evan Fisher, said veterinarians were being plagued by dog owners wanting animale 
inoculated. The parvo virus, which can kill a dog within 36 hours, has aleo broken 
out in north Queensland and southern states. But Dr Fisher said although it had 
reached epidemic proportions in Brisbane and was still increasing not all animals 
with parvo symptoms were necessarily suffering from the disease. He said there 
were other gastroenteritis viruses that had « similar effect. The only way to tell 
if it was parvo was to carry out 4 Sost-mortem. Another Brisbane veterinary surgeon 
said pups and young dogs were gost susceptible to the parvo virus. It attacked the 
heart guecles of pups but in older animale it caused restlessness followed by vomit- 
ing and diarrhea. S8risbane was the firet place in the world where the parvo virus 
was identified as a new disease. Senior lecturer in veterinary medicine at Queens- 
land University, Dr C.W. Prescott, said yesterday this led to development of the 
vaccine. [Text] [Briebane THE COURTER-MAIL in English 14 Oct 80 p 8) 


FPOOT-ROT DISEASE--Foot-rot in sheep flocks in WA has been quite common in the past, 
but only four properties are now under quarantine. One is at Mt Barker and the 
others are near Denmark and Bridgetown. The Agriculture Department said yesterday 
that the Mt Barker flock had between 5000 and 6000 lambing sheep. The foot-rot 
bacteria affected an animal's govement by burrowing between the leg flesh and the 
hoof. Eradication was a costly exercise because of the labour needed to check the 
animals individually. The bacteria spread in warm, moist weather, such as in 
spring, and eradication was undertaken in summer. The disease was infectious but 
the bacteria did not survive long in the soil. <A department spokesman said that 
farmers had always been willing to send to slaughter those sheep still infected in 
the summer. He could not recall the need to have issued destruction orders. The 
only animal movement allowed from a property under « quarantine order was to 
slaughter. (Text) [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 27 Sep 80 p 22) 


RYEGRASS TOKICITY WARNING--All South-West farmers have been urged to look out 
for ryegrass toxicity in stock. Symptoms of toxicity have been discovered in 
sheep in the Dumbleyung area, but losses have been averted so far. Symptom 
include staggering, collapsing and convulsions. The Department of Agriculture 
advises farmers to move affected animals out of paddocks as soon as possible. 
[Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 16 Oct 80 p 16) 
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RESTRICTIONS ON CATTLE MOVEMENTS IN NGAMILAND LIFTED 


Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 3 Nov 60 p 1 
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INDONES LA 


BRIEFS 


SEPTICEMIA IN CATTLE REPORTED--Jatilawang, 4 subdistrict in the southern part of 
Banyumas county, Central Java, will iaminently be closed to livestock traffic, 
particularly cattle. The closure of this region has a connection with the current 
epidemic of epizootic septicemia affecting cattle owned by local inhabitants. 
Residente are for the time being forbidden to buy or sell, bring in or take away 
cattle until the region is officially declared safe again. Interviewed by KOMPAS 
at his office last Tuesday (23 Sep), Sadi, DVM, chief of the Banyumas County 
Husbandry Service, said that the septicemia epidemic was confirmed after a labor- 
atory examination of specimen cattle carcasses owned by local residents. The 

result indicated that epizootic septicemia is spreading in Jatilawang subdistrict. 
According to 1979 statistics, there were 929 head of cattle in thie region, mostly 
of local breed. The latest report received by the Banyumas County Husbandry Service 
made mention of 20 head of cattle having fallen victim to epizootic septicemia. 
Compared with the foot and mouth disease, septicemia in cattle is equally dangerous, 
even more vicious. Its incubation period is relatively short, therefore it is 
difficult to treat the cattle which are stricken by it. Usually, cattle suffering 
from the disease become paralysed at the limbs and short of breath due to inf lamm- 
tion of the larynx and will die in a mtter of two or three days. (Excerpts! 
(Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 27 Sep 80 p 8) 9300 
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MALAWI! 


CATTLE VACCINATLONS--Mzuzu, Thureday--A second vaccination campaign this year for 
cattle against foot and mouth disease in Karonga and Chitipa districts will be 
conducted between November 10 and 21, according to the 1980 annual vaccination 
programme prepared by the Regional Veterinary Office here. (Excerpt) (Blantyre 
DAILY TIMES in English 24 Oct 80 p 5] 

















ROMAN TA 


SWINE BRUCELLOSIS TO BE ERADICATED BY THE END OF 1980 


Bucharest REVISTA DE CRESTEREA ANIMALELOR in Romanian No 6 
Jun 60 pp 30-33 


[Article by Dr. 1. Predoiu, Inetitute for Veterinary Research and 
Biological Preparations, and Dr. N. Visarion, Veterinary Health 
Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry). 


[Text) The current methods of industrial-scale swine husbandry require 
that the animale of the unite be free of any kind of disease. 


Raising animals while operating in large, specialized enterprises 

started several years ago in Romania pointed out the disadvantages 
caused by the existence of brucellosis, an infection which renders 

more difficult the process of upgrading from the viewpoint of management, 
raising, protective measures and profit making. 


In order to accelerate the rate of benefication of the land, the known 
means of combatting the disease were studied and analyzed, adopting 
original solutions which suit the domestic methods of swine husbandry. 


The conventional methods which were considered or adopted throughout 
the world were listed and checked; this made it possible to rank them 
and to select the principle for our own studies. The history of the 
fight againet this disease yielded several methods which were used 
but subsequent experience has proven most of them to be ineffectual. 


The many experiments to find an active biopreparation for specific 
prevention remained unsuccessful. Killed or live vaccines alone or 
in association with immunostimulating adjuvants, did not provide 

a satisfactory protection, so that at present, no vaccination of the 
svine is practiced anywhere in the world. 


As far as therapy is concerned, the many investigations for treating 

humans revealed the “in vitro” sensitivity of Brucella to various 
antibiotics; however, because of the habitat of the germ, a curing 

dose in vivo results only in a bacteriostatic effect without a sterilization 











of the organiem. In view of these findings in more of the countries, 
are the animals of consumption treated because the methods are 
ineffective, expensive and result in restrictions for using the meat 
as food. 


In view of the fact that vaccination and treatment were found to be 
ineffective, the fight against the disease forced most of the countries 
with well-established anima) raising industry to turn to administrative 
methods and to measures of veterinary hygiene, based on the principle 
of the improvement of the sanitation in the infected farms and the 
protection of those which have not yet been affected. 


Two paths were followed on how to improve the sanitary conditions of the 
farms: 


(a) removal of animals found to be suffering from brucellosis, as 
detected by repeated checkup tests, in conjunction with disinfection 
and other hygienic measures; 


(b) sacrificing the whole herd and starting anew with healthy stock. 


The first, obviously more economical formula, did not eradicate the disease 
in the units. Young animals, or carriers, which did not exhibit any 
reaction in the diagnostic tests, passed on the infection to the 

subsequent generations. The method that was found to be the most 

efficient and less expensive, as checked in many cases, was the 
slaughtering of all animals, taking disinfection measures, followed by 

a waiting period and introducing healthy animals. 


As far as the diagnosis of swine brucellosis is concerned, it is well 
known that it presents problems, especially at the preclinical stage, 
because of certain species-specific features in the behavior. 


It was found that in young animals, the tests based on a complex 
examination have a clearly limited usefulness. 


The presence, or the absence of infection at a farm may be verified 
in general on the basis of the following elements: 


- epizootic investigation, covering the last one to three years; 
emphasizing the examination of possible contacts with the outside, 
or the importation of animals from the outside; 


- clinical data - abortions or other reproduction disturbances, orchitis, 
chronic mastitis, arthritis, abcesses, locomotary disturbances 
(suspicious situation); 
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= serological examination by RAL and RFC, carried out with selected 
samples using an adequate technical accuracy; 


— allergic reaction, especially with mature or old animals; 


~ bacteriological examination of the abortion products or of other 
pathological material (decisive response). 


A comparison of the results of the above methods, and in case of 
uncertainty, repetition of some of the tests, allows to confirm or 
exclude the infection. It should be kept in mind that treatment with 
antibiotics during the final period of gestation, may prevent 

proving the presence of the causative agent in cultures or in direct 
smears; similarly, the serological examination in swine represente 

the effective diagnosis, and « corroboration of the partial agglutination 
data with the complement fixation results checked systematically, 

raises the confidence level. 


Reaching a diagnosis is of decisive importance because it is the 
starting point of a series of sanitary measures. 


During thelast decade, great progress has been made in Romania in 
lowering the incidence of diseases in swine. 


The high-priority goals of the national program for the development of 
animal raising industry and for increasing the animal production 
include the eradication of this diseases from the farms by the end of 


the 1980s. 


The plan developed for this purpose was based on certain conditions 
which favor a cooperative effort, carried out in the following manner: 


- production rates in agriculture and animal husbandry were increased, 
together with the number of qualified professionals; this provided 
the needed material and technical infrastructure; 


- the creation of a network of veterinary health institutes and 
laboratories based on the counties facilitated the execution of 
preventive, diagnostic and counteracting measures within each of 
the areas, including the properties of the state and cooperatives 
and individually owned ones; 


- the level of equipping the farms with needed public services was 
further raised; these services included the mechanization of certain 
operations, running water, sewers, fencing, tools, large disinfecting 
units, etc. 

















The adopted principle of cow .erattack consisted of the improvement 
of the sanitation at the infected farma and protecting the affected 
animale; the activity was organized according to the administrative 
territorial unite of the county. 


The first stage involved the creation of a map which indicated the 
distribution of the disease in the country. In the counties in which 
the infection was found to be present, the healthy or infected state 
of each unit was determined on the basis of a complex set of 
examinations, clarifying the situation and simultaneously classifying 
the farms into one of the above two categories, or as insufficiently 
known ones. Depending on the size and quality of the stock, a4 
ranking urgency for sanitation measures was developed, both for the 
counties and for the units within the counties. Enterprises which 
were known to be unaffected and able to supply breeding stock, were 
so certified. 





The sanitation measure consisted in stamping out. All breeding was 
stopped, then the whole stock was sacrificed; sanitation measures 
(DDD) and retooling were carried out and the farms were modernized 
followed by repopulating the heard with healthy breeding stock. As 
the number of large farming complexes increased, the total replacement 
with breeding animals was carried out without difficulty. 


in order to eliminate all possible external sources of infection, 
compulsory control measures were introduced also at the privately owned 
pig farms, checking the breeding activity in this sector. 


Every year measures of veterinary sanitation, check-up, quarantine 
and circulation control were developed on the basis of the technical 
plan; they helped to eradicate the centers of contagion. 


The factual proofs of the advantages resulting from the beneficiation 
the direct technical communications and journal articles helped to 
promote the sanitation process. 


The stated goal, that swine brucellosis in the farms will be eradicated 
by the end of 1980, is about to be reached. 


The fact that there are still certain farms with a previous history 
of the disease in some of the counties does attract the attention of 
the central and county officials, and required sanitary measures 
will be undertaken as soon as the local economic conditions allow it. 


The stage that has been reached is the result of the excellent cooperation 
between the professionals and the leadership involved in this effort. 


The researchers brought together and made available the scientific 
information which included the best approach to solve the problem; specialists 
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at various levels of expertise adapted, coordinated and simplified them, 
the laboratory personnel took care of the diagnosis, leaving the 

staff of the farming units and the county network in charge of the 
operation. The role of the central and district officials, who adopted 
the proposed program and assisted in carrying it out, should be 

pointed out. 





At the present phase when the process of freeing the farms from this 
disease is about to be completed, certain facts learned from the 
experience should be emphasized. 


There is still potential for diseese which could contaminate again 

the farms; it could start in individually owned pig farms, which may not 
be under veterinary control, or in certain wild animals, especially 

the wild rabbit, other members of the rodent family which carry and 
tranemit the pathogenic agents, by passing through the border. 





Certain outbreaks during recent years in healthy farms have proven that 
all this is still a real danger. 


The large, ever-increasing number of big farms points to the high 
responsibility to keep them healthy, knowing fully well that the only 
solution is slaughtering of animals. 


This justifies the strict protective measures and the professional 
vigilance, established in these large farms. 


The supervisory provisions of the action plan must be carried out in 
totality together with the instructions and regulations issued to 
cover the special environment. These rules are applicable for a long 
time after the last case has been identified. 


The continued need for control and check-ups is, furthermore, due to 
the fact that we are one of the large producing countries of this type 
of meat. We are among the fastest growing industrial units, thus, 

as the rate of import-export activity increases, there are many new 
means to introduce the germ by means of vehicles. 


The close connection between the professional, technological contributions 
and the leadership, and the experience gained, guarantees that the fight 
against swine brucellosis will end with the expected result. 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


VACCINES BEING HELD UP--Now it is cattle vaccine. There is an outbreak of Rinder- 
pest and pleuropneumonia in Karamoja. The N.C.C. members from Karamoja have been 
pleading for the druge for the last 6 months. Information has it that the druge 
are due. But we have learnt that a highly placed person in the government is cur- 
rently patronising the Ministry of Animal Resources to ensure that whatever vac- 
cines come must go to Karamoja on his Party emblem and politics. Fellow country- 
men, time has come when Karamoja must no longer be used as a gabbage dump. [ae 
published) We are entitled to that vaccine. We have paid for it. Why should some 
people hold us at ransom? The Ministry of Animal Resources should charge itself 
with the responsibility to take the drugs to Karamoja. [Letter to editor] 

[L. X. Otdang Moroto) [Text] [Kampala THE CITIZEN in English 3 Nov 80 pp 3, 6) 
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VIETNAM 


MEASURES TAKEN TO STAMP OUT HOG CHOLERA IN THANH HOA PROVINCE 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 3 Oct 80 p 2 


[Article by Nguyen Ba Thu, of the Agriculture Ministry: “Hog Cholera Control 
in Tho Xuan District") 


[Text] Im 1979, there were about 50,156 hogs in Tho Xuan District (Thanh Hoa 
Province)--an increase of 5,395 over 1974. However, the entire district lost 

4,000 hogs in the 1979-1980 winter because the measures taken to prevent and control 
hog cholera were inadequate. 


Causes of the Disease Breakout and Spread 


There are 37 villages and 1 town in the district. In 1974, hog cholera broke out 

in 1? villages, causing the loss of 3,000 hogs including thousands of sows. Hogs 
died sporadically throughout the year in those areas in the district which were 
specialized in raising breeding hoge. The epidemic spread from the village of 

Xuan Phong to those round Cho Neo and the Tu Tru Food Farm. For 4 years (1975-1978), 
the district properly organized periodic inoculations for hogs and simultaneously 
controlled hog slaugher at district food shops, with the result that the epidemic 
was limited. 


During the 1979-1980 winter-spring time, hog cholera again broke out seriously in 
15 villages. In Tho Xuong Village, the epidemic lingered on from September 1979 
until March 1980 when it was put under control. 


At a meeting held in December 1979 with village and cooperative representatives, 
the district people's committee unanimously noted that the epidemic was serious, 
protracted and highly disastrous and that it was necessary to check the epidemic 
from two directions: 


--The first cause was internal--that is, the epidemic came from within cooperatives 
and from former hotbeds where it had been lingering on, making hogs sporadically 
sick throughout the year, easing off in summertime and again springing up in the 
1979-1980 spring and winter when the weather was cold and overcast. The epidemic 
also surged up whenever piglets were transferred from a cooperative to another. 

The reason for this reason was the production installations’ failure to take care 
to detect chronically ill hogs and to take measure to isolate them. During the 
1978 fall inoculation phase, many sows and piglets under 1 month of age were not 
inoculated and inoculation was carried out slowly in many areas. When the epidemic 
broke out, villages did not report it to the district while the people were 
slaughtering diseased hogs for meat and selling out diseased and dead hogs, thus 
contributing to the rapid and strong spread of the epidemic. 
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~-The external cause was the fact that cooperatives and their members’ households 
bought hogs and pork from markets and epidemic-setricken areas. While the epidemic 
was rampant, the sale, purchase and transfer of hoge at the district market was 
not controlled. The district neither firmly zoned off the epidemic-stricken areas 
nor took care to inspect veterinary measures to be taken at food stores. 


Four Measures Aimed at Confining and Stamping out the Epidemic 


Leading comrades from various sectors, villages and cooperatives then expressed the 
determination to stamp out the epidemic shortly by fully applying the following 
four measures: 


1. Launch an intensive and extensive propaganda and educational drive to make 
everyone clearly realize the nature and characteristics of the epidemic, the causes 
of its protraction and the measures to be taken to suppress it. 


2. Prohibit the slaughter of hogs in hamlets, villages and farms stricken by the 
epidemic and also temporarily suspend the purchase of pork and the transfer of 
piglets in these areas. 


3. Imoculate the entire hog herd including sows, weaning pigs and meat hogs with 
the temporary exception of sows which were about to bring forth piglets. The 
district veterinary station should provide enough medicines and technical guidance 
for the grassroots veterinary network and send cadres to help epidemic-stricken 
villages. 


4. Keep watch on hogs with lingering disease, detect others and concentrate diseased 
hogs according to technical procedures and principles in order to quickly stamp out 
hotbeds. 


In addition, the district epidemic control committee heard daily reports on the 
epidemic situation and specifically solved the problems raised. District cadres 
inspected villages seriously affected by the epidemic, urged them to take measures 
and provided them with large amounts of medicines. 


The production installations which fully applied the abovementioned four measures 
were able to stamp out the epidemic in three weeks and to save the collective hog 
farms of Xuan Thanh and Tho Hai... Nevertheless, a number of cooperatives still 
relied mostly on the effectiveness of inoculations and failed to provide urgent 
guidance and to strictly apply veterinary regulations. ;' 


With the experiences gained, Tho Xuan is intensifying antiepidemic activities 
including hog inoculations in fall, review of the epidemic situation, control of 
Slaughter and vigiland and quick detection and suppression of hotbeds whenever the 
epidemic breaks out. 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


CHERRY BAN IN WEST--Imports of South Australian cherries have been banned in WA 
in a bid to protect the State's stone-fruit industry. The Minister for Agricul- 
ture, Mr Old, told the Legislative Assembly there were fears that a disease 
known as brown rot would be introduced. The climate in the South-West was 
favourable for the fungus. If it became established there would be serious 

crop losses and control measures would be costly. Only cherries and stone fruit 
certified free of brown rot would be allowed into WA. Mr Old said that WA 

was the only State producing stone fruit free of the disease. He was replying 
to the Opposition spokesman on agriculture, Mr H. D. Evans (Warren). [Text] 
[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Oct 80 p 31) 
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BRIEFS 


GRASSHOPPER ATTACK--Large columns of giant grasshoppers believed to be part of the 
locust family have invaded rice and maize farms at Walewale in the Northern Region. 
To save the situation, the Walewale District Agricultural Committee has appealed 
to the Government to dispatch as a matter of urgency combine harvesters and lubri- 
cants to harvest rice in the area as quickly as possible. Speaking at the meeting 
of the committee at Walewale yesterday, Mr Dominic Adiita, the district agricul- 
tural officer, said the situation could be worse when bush fires set in. [Excerpt] 
[Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 31 Oct 80 p 3] 
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UATIOMALA 


BRIEFS 


MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT PLY ERADICATION--At «4 press conference held in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, engineer Jorge Ben'tee, chief executive of the program for prevention 
and control of the Mediterranean fruit fly (Mosca-Med), etated that no native Medi- 
terranean [lies have been detected in the departments of Huehvetenango, Zacapa and 
Alta Verapaz, owing to the measures for prevention, control and combating of that 
insect. Previously, engineer Edgar Ponciano Castillo, minister of agriculture, 
had reported at this press conference on the work done by the government of the 
republic, in fulfillment of international commitments, with the Department of Agri- 
culture of the United States and the Secretariat of Agriculture of Mexico, He 
eaid chat this work consists of activities in the program, such as the running of 
the operational centers and the operation of 4 trapping system to detect the pest, 
consteting of 5,500 traps, as well ae activity for cultural, chemical, autoectous 
and biological control. The numbers of released sterile flies are increasing 
constantly, a8 shown by the latest statietice: in July 57,264,464 were released; 
in Auguet, 56, 311,111; and in September 79,622,222. It is anticipated that 
during the next few months, it will be possible to release 239 million sterile 
files per week, the amount required to start an eradication campaign. It was 
concluded at thie conference that success has been attained, and it is expected 
that when the campaign enters 4 new phase, the goals being pursued will be achieved. 
(Text) (Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 16 Oct 80 p 3) 2909 
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GUINEA 


CATFRPTLLAR INVASTION--The phyto-sanitary inepectorate of the Faranah general 
commiseariat has just iniciated « vast campaign against a devastating caterpillar 
attack, a formidable scourge presently affecting a large number of areas throughout 
the country. Thies campaign ie being intensified thanks to everyone's praiseworthy 
efforte. A technical mission from the Ministry of Agriculture and the PAPA [Agro- 
Pastoral District Parms) numbering « large number of operatore and technicians and 
led by the deputy director general in charge of vegetable protection, Comrade Sekou 
Camara, arrived on 26 September at the Federation. The team is equipped with 
motorised epraying equipment and phyto-sanitery products, and hase been efficiently 
operating in the Paranah fields. [Text) [Conakry HOROYA in French 11-13 Oct 80 
pi) 

















INDIA 


BRIEFS 


CROP DISEASE IDENTIFIED--Jabalpur, Oct 17 (UNI)--Agronomiste of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Agriculture University here claim to have discovered a new disease infecting the 
gram crop. The disease known as blight, is caused by fungus alternaria under humid 
conditions and spreads inwards from marginal tipe of leaves turning them brown. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Oct 80 p 5) 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PLLOT RICE PROJECT DESTROYED--Gujranwala, Oct 27:--Some 40 percent of the paddy 
crop sown over six lakh acres in Gujranwala which was selected as pilot project 
district for maximisation of this crop has been damaged by pest attack. The tar- 
get for the cultivation of paddy in the district was fixed at 6,25,000 acres by 
the agricultural authorities after declaring it as a pilot project district. 
According to the cultivators both major kinds of paddy, ‘Irri-six' and ‘Basmati’ 
have been affected. It may be noted that it is for the first time that Irri-six 
sown for the past 14 years has been damaged by a pest attack in this district. 
According to an official information only 1,063 acres of rice nursery could be 
treated against a target of 16,600 acres which was the major cause of pest attack 
on the crop. Moreover, insecticides were not arranged in time and in spite of 
receiving information in time the agriculture authorities took no action to 

treat it. It is stated that due to the nontreatment, the pest attack spread and 
some 40 per cent of the crop was damaged. A group of rice culiivators alleged 
that they were not allowed by local administration to speak about this substan- 
tial loss at a meeting held here recently which was addressed by the Federal 
Agriculture Minister. They called upon the Government to probe into the alleged 
negligence shown by officials of the Agriculture Department.--PPI [Text | 

[Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 28 Oct 80 p 7) 
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MEALYBUG PLANT DISEASE--The department in charge of plant protection has recently 
been conducting a decisive campaign against the manioc mealybug [cochenille 
farineuse du manioc)], a disease which attacks manioc plantations. The disease, 
which has already affected certain regions, thrives under drought conditions, 
high humidity and high temperatures. In order to stop the incidence of the 
disease, which is apparently spreading, a vast campaign has been set up by 

the department in charge of plant protection. Manioc crops in the central 
region (Tchamba-Kambole area) in 1979 and in the maritime region (Aneho- 
Aklakou Aveve Tabligo-Vogan areas) in 1980 have been affected by an invasion 
of the manioc mealybug [cochenille farineuse du manioc) (phenacocus manihot) 
[as published). [Excerpt] [Lome LA NOUVELLE MARCHE in French 13 Oct 80 p 3) 
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VLETNAM 


HIGH INSECT PEST COUNT REPORTED ON 10TH MONTH RICE CROP 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Oct 80 p 2 


[Article: “Prevent, Exterminate Brown Fly and Army Worm Threatening Tenth-Month 
Rice Crop") 


[Text] Insect pest caused by brown ly and army worm may affect large areas of 
tenth-month rice crops in the northern provinces. An on-the-spot investigation by 
the Plant Conservation Department (Ministry of Agriculture) into the pest situation 
in Ha Son Binh, Hai Hung, Hanol...atteste to the swarming presence of nests of 
brown fly egge on stems, and leaf petioles and nerves, reaching a density of 100- 
548 egge per bunch of riceplants, which have already stood erect for budding and 
heading. The egge have begun to hatch. Prior to 5 October, they will attain full 
development, and will heavily damage large areas of tenth-month riceplants, then 
ready to head or to become juicy. The expected damage may involve tens of thousands 
of hectares, unless remedial measures are timely taken. 


Army worm is being detected in increasing numbers. In some places, 80-150 young 
worms jam onto 1 square meter of ricefield preparing to head. The spawn laid on 
dry riceplant leaves continues to hatch, reaching full growth in early October. 
From mid October onward, as riceplants start to head army worms will severly hurt 
them, causing ears of rice to fall extensively. 


The localities must thoroughly inspect their farmland, correctly assess che brown 
fly and army worm situation on each ricefield and plot, focusing on fields going 
through the heading stage, especially on those with luxuriant foliage, those 
bordering on villages, and those recently saved from waterlogging. 


The localities must properly carry out measures to prevent and exterminate brown 
fly and army vorm from early to mid October, with a view to eliminating both pests 
before they become virulent. 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HANOI RICE HARVEST--By 25 October various districts in Hanoi suburbs had 
reaped 7,790 hectares of early l0th-month rice, representing 14.2 percent 
of the cultivated area. Along with harvesting thie rice, these districts 
are accelerating soil preparation for the cultivation of winter crops. 
Thanks to their joint efforts, some 1,900 hectares of 1O0th-month rice were 
saved from harmful insects last week. (BKO10939 Hanoi Domestic Service 

in Vietnamese 1100 GMT WO Oct 80 BK) 


THAL PINH INSECT-KILLING DRIVE--Thai Binh Province recently launched a drive 
to kill insects and protect the 10th-month rice. In the wake of typhoons, 
Kien Xuong District had more than 3,900 hectares of 10th-month rice affected 
by insects. Cooperatives in the district had sprayed insecticide over 

almost the affected area. [as printed) Hung Ha, Quynh Phu, Vu Thu and 

Dong Hung districts had sent many cadres to cooperatives to help kill insects. 
[BKO10939 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 29 Oct 80 BK) 
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